Once vou've been kissed by an you're gone, acaptdi@harlotte and Michael Goldston, who currently
have 200 of the South American natives strollingrayreen pastures in Leiper's Fork. The Brentwood
couple added to their more traditional pet famila@og named Genghis and two cats, Midnight and
Ivory, just over five years ago with the additidnadew alpacas. "Michael showed me pictures of
alpacas and told me we needed to have some. Haasdmbught having them at our Brentwood home



would be wonderful and would lower his blood pressusays the UBS broker half of the financial
investment powerhouse couple. Charlotte, a lifelanignal lover, caved in. "When they arrived, | fell
head over heels in love with them,"” she admitse wars and a substantial herd later, Michaelsdblo
pressure is 120/70 and the alpacas have relocatesiger's Fork, soon to be followed by the people
who love them. "We name every one of them, andbtlie 200 we currently have, I'd say we can spot
180 by name," says Michael, whose investment fimokide Cambridge Way, Inc. and Cambridge
Equity Advisors. "We never name them until we kribnem, though. Their names reflect their
personalities, and believe me, each has his aowuer’ The 150- to 160-pound alpacas are cousins to
the much larger llama. And yes, the Goldstons lzafeav of those, too. But the primary focus is the
alpaca, which will weigh in the neighborhood ofdd@unds at birth, and if female, is worth about 10
grand. By the time said female is of birthing agesklf, her worth has doubled. The studs-whichyever
male considers himself, according to Michael-tip ittivestment scale big time, if they're blood lime
right. The Secretariat types of the alpaca worldfetch really big bucks. The current record-haidin
sire went for $1.5 million. Enough to foster troeé by owners and sellers alike.

And though the Goldstons readily admit their aljgaai@e investments, they say the animals are agtuall
more akin to family members, ones who are loveddatished. "When we still had them at our
Brentwood place, 1 came home early one day fronoftiiee to find this couple looking at one of our
alpaca babies,” Charlotte recalls. "1 said, 'Putiog/n-she's mine.' 1 acted like a two-year-old,diu

that moment | couldn't bear the thought of losimgt animal.” The alpacas who come running up to the
couple ready to kiss and cuddle have big eyes amdirng ways. In return, they're pampered like babie
Heat and stress are the animals' enemies, so #veytdig plastic swimming pools, and some even have
waterbeds. They're sheared in April to get therdydar the summer sun. They eat nutrient- lademgra
and even get cherry Gatorade-type drinks duringstimemer months.

"Those sweet little white babies have Kool-Aid mwiafter they have their cherry drink,” says



Charlotte, who serves as farm midwife. The coupies shey've spent many
a night in the barn waiting for a birth or stayiwgh new babies.

"They're just the sweetest things ever," she saygy look at you with
those big eyes and you want to do anything andythiag to make them
happy-but of course, in reality, they're making llagpiness for us."”

"Every day is a happy day with an alpaca," Mictaeies in.

At the end of the day,. at sunset, the gracefuhalts "dance at dusk.”
"They all get together and begin pronking or legpitCharlotte says,
describing (and, with the word "pronking,” spelliogt) an activity
Goldstons breed, show, even particular to alpdédistour feet will leave
the ground. They're celebrating the end of theidlaygraceful, entirely
beautiful way."

The sell a few of their alpaca pets, but mostlgytkay, they just love them.

For additional information on the Goldstons alpae&st www.highmeadowalpacas.net.

Charlotte and Michael Goldston at their Leiper'skHarm



